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The surviving documentary records from the Heroic Age are potentially useful resources 

for scientists interested in examining the climate of the Antarctic prior to the setup of 

permanent bases. I study historic collections of data to reveal information on weather and 

sea ice conditions from Antarctica’s past. Sources include diaries, logbooks and 

meteorological readings. Diaries have a significant value, as they are contemporary 

records of the environmental conditions. The personal experiences and observations of 

individual diaries will be put into an objective context using systematic meteorological 

observations. A COMNAP fellowship enabled the gathering of essential data from Scott 

Polar Research Institute, (Cambridge, UK) and the Leibniz Institute for Regional 

Geography, (Leipzig, Germany). 
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Material with the potential to extend research opportunities and benefit polar expeditions 

remains hidden or locked away in public and private archives and libraries. This is an 

opportunity to prepare this information to a high standard, through transcription, translation 

and review, for accessible data collections. From here, it can be further processed with 

suitable software programs such as optical character recognition programs to extract the 

material researchers are seeking to answer their research question. This is where 

interdisciplinary collaboration will be fundamental. Diaries, maps, photographs, and 

scientific notes can assist in identifying geographic locations, artefacts and their usage in 

the past. This can be useful for the work of heritage organisations but the material itself is 

also a valuable heritage providing many research opportunities. 

Instrumental Data 
Sources: logbooks, weather records 

Social Data 
Sources: diaries, letters 
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These tables show how processed instrumental and social data can be used 

and interpreted; and complement each other. 
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